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St. Mark School Students, Parents, Faculty and Staff continue to amaze and impress me.  The students work hard 

and learn fast.  Many tell me they enjoy being in church for Mass and learning about our Faith.  The Faculty is 

working especially hard to keep students safe and help them keep learning.  Many parents are quick to volunteer 

to help the school however they can.  I’m grateful and proud to be a part of our school.   

The younger students excitedly told me about the lion they saw in church.  Look for it next time you’re there.  The 

lion is the symbol of the Gospel of St. Mark.  Just as a lion roars boldly and unafraid in the wilderness, so does 

John the Baptist speak about the coming of our Savior at the beginning of Mark’s Gospel:  boldly and unafraid.  It 
the same way we wish our students, and the entire parish, to take on the challenges of life and speak about the 

truth of Jesus Christ—always boldly and unafraid, with faith and trust that our Lord is with us.   

A Message from Fr.  Hecktor  

A Message from the Principal  

We made it to October and it was 

so refreshing to feel that short 

burst of cool air outside!  During 
lunch duty when I talk with stu-

dents, many of them are feeling 
extremely settled-in and more 

confident each day.  Although 

this year looks a little different 
for all of our students, I am so 

impressed with their resiliency 
each day.  Our students have 

adapted to wearing masks, fol-

lowing new procedures, utilizing 

their technology problem solving 

skills at home and so much 
more. The children seem to be 

adjusting as best as they possi-
bly can.  I know that it can’t be 

easy for them, but they are 

handling things very well. There 
have been times when I walked 

around the school just marveling 
at what I was seeing.  Pods of 

students engrossed in their work 

and teachers managing them so 

skillfully, as well as, engaging our 

remote learners on the screen.  I 
am quite proud of them all. 

Throughout all of what has been 
going on, there is hope for the 

future.  Our children are rising 

to the occasion, strengthened by 
the resilience and fortitude of 

the adults who love them. For 

this, I am truly grateful. 
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We welcome back those that were distance learning  in the first quarter.  We are so happy to 

have you back in the building with us! 
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We hope you  had an opportunity to watch the videos for our virtual back to school night.  This is 

certainly not the way we are used to doing things, but we are trying to find ways to reach out to you 

and keep you informed with expectations and how the school year is going.  If you did not get a 
chance and would still like to view the videos, the link is https://www.youtube.com/playlist?

list=PLN0QkvbqRmkETPbyh1qyGsmTjDQZa4Co3.  Watch future publications for updates.  Our site will 

be searchable soon! 

This summer, we set our sights 

on the computer room.  New 

flooring was installed and walls 
were painted a soft shade of 

blue.  We are planning and excit-
ed to add additional technology 

into the room.  

We did not just stop with the 

computer room.  A new sliding 
glass window and counter top 

was installed in the main of-

A lot is happening behind the 

walls at St. Mark.  The rectory 

basement received a total 
facelift last summer, which in-

cluded new lighting, flooring, 
paint, and furniture to create 

our STREAM Lab. The main office 

flooring was replaced and re-
ceived a fresh coat of paint.  We 

also repainted the school bath-
rooms and replaced all of the 

stalls. 

fice.  We now use our front en-

trance as our reception ar-

ea.   The resource room used by 
Mrs. B and Mrs. White also re-

ceived updated flooring and 
paint.  Finally the cafeteria re-

ceived a facelift with new paint.  

The school building looks great 

following all of the summer time 
deep cleaning and daily cleaning 

from the teachers and staff.  

blue betta fish named Fernando 

and several houseplants that I 

take care of. I also have a sec-
ond job working as a Barista at 

Cursed Bikes and Coffee. In my 
free time, I enjoy visiting with 

family at my grandma's farm. 

hiking, camping, traveling, run-
ning, bicycling, reading, are just 

a few of my interests other than 
art. Art has always been a big 

part of my life since I was very 

young. I acquired a degree in 
Graphic Design at the University 

of Central Missouri in 2017, and I 

am currently obtaining my 

teaching certification at UMSL. I 

hope to encourage all of my 
students to enjoy the creative 

process. I can not explain how 
happy I am to be the new Art 

Teacher at St. Mark. I have only 

been here for a short while, but I 
have already fallen in love with 

the students, faculty, and fami-
lies that make up this communi-

ty. I can't wait to grow and learn 

with you all! It is going to be a 

great year!    

I was born into a very large 

family. However I only have one 

sibling, Anna, who is one of my 
very best friends. I grew up in St. 

Peters, Missouri in the same 
house that my mom lives in 

today. I feel very fortunate for 

having such a great childhood. I 
lived right up the street from my 

best friend Rachel, and spent 
many summers at my grandma's 

farm in Warrenton, Missouri. 

Today, I live with my three room-
mates in University City. I don't 

have any kids, but I do have a 
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Getting to Know …  Meet Ms.  Emily Carroll —the new ART teacher 

Building Updates  

Virtual Back to School Night  

Art is not 

what you 

see but what 

you make 

others see 
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In April of 2020, St. Mark was awarded a Beyond Sunday Grant.  The Grant was to create an outdoor  

classroom, prayer/memorial garden and additions to the STREAM lab.  Over the summer new fencing was 

installed, a green house, garden beds, picnic tables, outdoor seating and outdoor stations of the cross 
were purchased.  We have also included outdoor musical instruments for the students to enjoy.  We have 

flowers, tomatoes, peppers, zucchini, spinach and many other plants.  There is also a special memorial 
area dedicated to Msgr. Forst, Mrs. Modesto and Brett Haubrich.  It is a beautiful area for the children to 

pray, learn and explore.  The classes have been taking advantage of the beautiful fall weather and using the 

area for classwork and lessons.  We hope to continue developing this space in the future.   

preschool has smelled the 

plants, listened to the birds, 

observed where everything is 
growing, and participated in a 

scavenger hunt to find the gar-
den fairies and painted rocks. 

The 8th graders spent time in 

the garden praying the Rosary. 
The 3rd-grade class has com-

pared and contrasted how the 
flowers and plants looked in 

August to how they look in Sep-

tember and October.  

Once the weather warms again, 

there will be much to plant and 

more tie-ins to the curriculum 

from math and science to 

art.  One of the best parts of the 
Outdoor Classroom is that there 

are so many different grades 
that spend time in the garden. It 

connects the 8th graders to the 

preschoolers and everyone in 
between. It has been exciting to 

watch the students embrace the 
garden and ask if we can grow 

different things. Our thanks go to 

all who supported and continue 
to support this curriculum-

enhancing endeavor!  We love 

watching learning grow.  

With raised garden beds, a bench 

seating area, picnic table seat-

ing, a greenhouse, musical in-
struments, Stations of the Cross, 

a garden shed, and a whiteboard, 
our Outdoor Classroom and 

Garden is a bountiful outdoor 

education area used by the 
whole school for studies in a 

variety of core subjects.  Stu-
dents come to plant, explore, 

learn, and touch in a myriad of 

lessons taking place throughout 
the garden cycles.  Our 1st and 

2nd graders have tasted what 
was growing.  Meanwhile, the 
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Growing Outdoor Learning  

Watch Our STREAM Grow—Update 

Children are born 

naturalists. They explore 

the world with all of their 

senses, experiment in the 

environment, and 

communicate their 

discoveries to those 

around them  

October 4th was the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi.   St. Francis was an Italian friar who lived during 

the 12th and 13th centuries.  He is one of the most beloved saints.  He founded the Franciscan order 

and is the patron saint of animals and the environment.    Our normal pet bless-
ing had to look a little different this year, but we still wanted to do something 

for our furry, scaled or feathered friends. So on October 2nd, students brought 
pictures of their pets and Father Hecktor went to each classroom and said a 

special prayer.   The students enjoyed sharing their photos and stories of their 

pets with him.  A short video is available at https://www.youtube.com/playlist?

list=PLN0QkvbqRmkHeLGnQHwHZYxOCqM073BTC 

Prayers  for Pets  
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2nd Annual Pumpkin Decorating Contest 

our families, and especially our 

young children that we may seek 
to do God’s will each day, learn 

to love and serve more each day, 

and to be grateful for the bless-

ings that God has given us.  

The   rosary is an invitation to 

experience the grace of Mary’s 
spiritual motherhood as she 

leads us to her Son, Jesus.     To 
celebrate Mary, the third grade 

made rosaries.  On October 7, all  

students spent time praying the 
Rosary for human life and asking 

our Blessed Mother for the 
peace and calm that she can 

bring us. During this month of 

the Holy Rosary we will continue 
to ask the intercession of Mary 

for all the needs of our school, 
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Office Procedures  and Updates  

The school office also received an update this school year.  We now have a reception window.  If you are dropping off 

late, picking up early or have other office business, enter through the front door on Ripa Avenue.  Once inside you will see 

a sliding window and counter.  Mrs. Althage will take temperatures and assist you here.  Please be sure you are wearing a 

mask when entering the building.   

October is  the Month of the Rosary 

Our classes are getting their creative ideas flowing!  This month the students, faculty 

and staff will hold it’s 2nd annual pumpkin decorating contest.  Be sure to keep an eye 

out and vote for your favorite pumpkin.  The winning class or faculty/staff member will 

be awarded the coveted STUCO cup! 

St.  Mark Serves  

Even during these unprecedented times, St. Mark strives to help others.  So far this 

year, the students commemorated 9/11 by making cards for first responders.  They 

also made cards for Ranken Jordan Pediatric Hospital.  In November we will host our 

annual can food drive.  Our goal is to collect 1,500  food items.  If we reach our goal, all 

students will  have “Fun Friday” on  Friday, December 4.  If we collect 500 cans, the 

students will get ice cream at lunch; 1000 cans earns a pizza lunch with an ice cream 

desert; 1200 cans earns pizza, ice cream and a dress down day; 1500 cans earn pizza, 

ice cream, dress down AND an afternoon movie!  Send in those cans!  In December we 

will collect for our annual toy mass and January will be our annual Do It For Brett day.  

Watch the Message for details on these and other projects.  We appreciate the gener-

osity of our St. Mark Families.   

Volume 1 
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 October 19—First Quarter Ends 

 October 20—Middle School Conferences 3—5 

 October 21—Parent-Teacher Conferences 3-7  - NO AFTER CAARE 

 October 22—NO SCHOOL— Parent-Teacher Conferences Noon—7:30  

 October 23—No School 

 October 26—November 6—APEX Fundraiser 

 November 3—Picture re-take day 

 November 11—Veteran’s Day 

 November 13—half-day 

 November 20—Mid-quarter 

 November 23—Confirmation 

 November 25—27—No School—Thanksgiving Break 

 December 2—First Reconciliation 

 December 8—No School—Immaculate Conception 

 December 11— Half-day—NO AFTER CARE 

 December 18—Half-day—NO AFTER CARE 

 December 20—January 1, 2021—No School—Winter Break 

 January 4—Classes Resume 

Save the Date 

4220 Ripa Ave. 

St. Louis, MO  63125 

314-743-8640 

Fax:  314-743-8690 

 

Together We Are Home! 

 

Follow us on 

Facebook, 

Instagram and 

Twitter! 

And keep an eye out 

for our new 

YouTube Channel 

for videos! 

A very special THANK YOU to the South Side Opti-

mist Club for their donation of dictionaries for the 

third grade class.  We appreciate your generosity 

Volume 1 
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Garden—Before 

Garden— 

After 

Our Garden … A work in progress 
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The First Quarter in Pictures! 
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The First Quarter in Pictures! 
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The First Quarter in Pictures! 


