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With gratefulness, I say goodbye to the colder days.  It’s always good to have some nicer weather to enjoy, such as 

when the students take their lunch outside on a warm day.  Although we had some issues with the heat, it’s working 

now.  Hopefully, we won’t need it much longer.  And a longer-term solution is well underway.   

 

The students have been making good use of the Lenten Season.  They’ve been hearing more about prayer, fasting, and 

giving at Mass and in their religion classes.  They’ve been faithfully praying the Stations of the Cross on Fridays.  I hope 

at home, too, they continue these practices of Lent with the family to help empty ourselves of the things not needed, 

and make more room for Christ, and prepare for a joyful Easter celebration next month!   

 

The 7th Graders are already working, studying, and praying toward their Confirmation this Fall.  The 2nd Graders are 

well-prepared and looking forward to receiving Jesus in the Eucharist next month.  We’ve also had several students of 

various ages receive the Sacrament of Baptism!  We thank God for the gift of these Sacraments which bring so much 

of God’s grace to the lives of those who receive them.   

 

While we’re working to end this year strong, at the same time we look forward to next year with registration and 

planning.  I am always grateful to the Faculty and Staff for their dedication and tireless work.  And I am grateful to our 

students and families who, through the School, bring so much life our Parish!  

Registration has begun for the next school year.  Current families have received their registration packets which are 

due by March 15.  If you know someone who is looking for a wonderful place for a child to learn and grow, we would 

love to welcome him or her to our school family.  Information can be found on our website, stmarkstl.com, under the 

school tab.  There you can find current tuition rates, before/after school care information as well as a virtual tour.  If 

you are interested in seeing our school in person, or for more information call 314-743-8643 or email Mrs. Bingham at      

principal@stmarkstl.com.  #togetherwearehome 

Registration for the 2021-2022 School Year is Underway 

A Message from Father Hecktor 
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We made it to March and are officially more than halfway through the school year. This time of the year tends to fly-by.  This new quarter keeps us 

busy!  We plan for field day, graduation, and next school year.  We also get to enjoy our Easter break, which begins on April 1st.  

As I visit the classrooms and stand in the hallways, I am still amazed to see how well our students have adapted and found a sense of normalcy while at 

school. This year is a tough one because so many of our traditional events have been put on hold.  However, we have worked diligently to keep a positive 

outlook and even discovered we like some of our new changes enough to keep them in the future.   We have not given up on the fun either.  We 

worked creatively to celebrate Christmas and Catholic Schools Week in new ways and are already planning our May activities.   

We have had successes and challenges, yet despite it all, we continue the work that has to be done to ensure the safety and educational needs of our St. 

Mark students.  

As we approach the fourth quarter, I wish all our students continued success and pray for a happy and healthy end to our school year.  

From the Desk of Mrs. Bingham 

NEW!  St. Mark Virtual Tour 

If you know someone looking for a school, or if you are curious how we have adapted our building for the COVID-19 

school year, please visit stmarkstl.com.  Simply click on “St. Mark School”  in the upper left of the navigation bar. There 

you will see a link for a “Virtual Tour”.  Any questions regarding our curriculum or what we have to offer, please call or 

email Mrs. Bingham at 314-743-8643, principal@stmarkstl.com.  An in-person tour can also be arranged.  We love to 

see new faces! #wearestmark, #togetherwearehome 
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As with everything in this year of 

COVID-19, our 8th-grade students 

could not travel to Washington, DC 

for the March for Life.  However, 

Mrs. Bingham felt it was 

necessary to commemo-

rate this important event.  

Brainstorming began, and 

it was decided we would 

hold our first ever St. 

Mark March for Life.   

Flyers were placed on the 

doors of the houses in the subdivi-

sion behind school, and three 

routes were decided upon:  one for 

kindergarten and first; one for 

second through fifth; and finally six 

through eight.   

Carrying banners and signs declaring 

respect for life, the school students 

walked through the neighborhood.  

Kindergarten through fifth grade 

returned to school for a 

Rosary service.  Sixth 

through eighth ended 

their route on Union 

Road, where their Ro-

sary service was held.   

The St. Louis Review 

covered our March.  The 

story can be found here 

https://www.archstl.org/students-in-

affton-hold-neighborhood-march-for

-life-6125. We are very proud of 

our students for standing up for the 

rights of all human beings. 

very special visit from the man himself 

… Santa—and  Mrs. Claus came, too!   

Santa  and Mrs. Claus visited each 

classroom handing out candy canes 

and receiving letters from EVERY 

student.  Next, the students had hot 

chocolate and cookies delivered to 

their classrooms.  At Noon the stu-

dents departed to begin their Christ-

mas break.  It was not our usual way 

of celebrating, but we had a great 

time being together and kicking-off 

the Christmas season. 

It turned out to be a fantastic, fun-

filled day for everyone. 

You can’t stop a school full of kids 

from having fun at Christmas!  Our 

traditional St. Mark Christmas parties 

gave way to socially distanced activi-

ties.  

 Our halls were decorated with col-

orful paper chains and ugly Christmas 

“sweaters” made by the students.  

We kicked off Christmas break with a 

safe, school-wide celebration.  The 

day started with faculty, staff, and 

students arriving in their pajamas!  

Each student was treated to a donut 

and milk breakfast. Next, we had a 

school-wide trivia contest conducted 

over the PA system, with the 8th 

grade winning a dress-down day.  

Then, for the first time ever, we had a   

 

A COVID-Safe Christmas celebration! 

Sacraments 

St. Mark Marches for Life! 

The second graders and eighth-graders took very important steps in their faith journey this school year.  On December 2, the second graders 

received the Sacrament of First Reconciliation, and on November 23, the eighth-grade class received the Sacrament of Confirmation.  We       

congratulate the students and their parents.  Continue to keep them in your prayers. 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 
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Our annual toy collection was held on December 4, 2020. We collected over 
200 toys for families living in the Dutchtown neighborhood. We had overflow-

ing boxes full of Barbies, board games, Legos, and other gifts that would delight 
children of all ages. St. Nicholas and his first grade friends visited all of the 

classrooms delivering candy canes and spreading joy and cheer.  

God of joy and cheer, we thank you for your servant, the good bishop Nicholas.  In 

loving the poor, he showed your kindness, in caring for your children he revealed your 
love.  Make us thoughtful without need of reward so that we too, may be good follow-

ers of Jesus.  

On December 14th, St. Lucy visited each classroom bringing a special treat. 

Saint Lucy’s feast day is December 13, which close to the winter solstice- the 
longest day of the year.  This is significant because her name means light.  Saint 
Lucy’s Day is a feast of light and reminds us that the coming of the Light of the 
World is very close! It is a popular tradition for a young girl to dress in a white 

dress and a red sash with a wreath of candles on her head and pass out treats.  

Saint Lucy, you did not hide your light under a basket, but let it shine for the whole 

world, for all the centuries to see. 

We celebrated Catholic Schools Week with many special activities for the students, faculty, and staff.  The week kicked off by letting the members of the 

parish know how grateful we are for their support and generosity.  The parishioners were treated to a photo display, and a gift was left for them in the 

cafeteria after all masses.  During the week we celebrated faculty, staff, and students.  Students and faculty had dress-down days, special snacks, lunch for 

the faculty, an ice cream sundae bar for students.  We also hosted classroom games, a saint guessing jar game, a “Souper Bowl” canned food collection, and 

the students had a lot of fun playing guess who was who with the baby pictures!  The students also created a “Blessing Wall” - a wall of notes stating what 

they are grateful for.  As with everything else this school year, things had to be done a bit differently, but everyone was made to feel appreciated and eve-

ryone had fun! 

Annual St. Nick Mass and Toy Drive And St. Lucy Day 

Catholic Schools Week 

It is hard to believe with a school year that started the 

way it did that we would make it to 100 days, but we did!   

It is so exciting to see the achievements made by both 

faculty and students during this time.  A fun time was had 

by all.  The primary celebrated by decorating t-shirts with 

100 items, snacks that made the number 100, and seeing 

what they would look like if they were 100 years old!   

100 Days of School 

Accepting the Challenge! 

As part of Catholic Schools week, St. Mark was chal-

lenged to collect for Birthright .  We are proud to report 

that the parish and school collected $1,183.00.  We 

thank everyone for their contributions to this collection! 



We have many exciting and innovative plans to improve our campus.  Some ideas are improvements to the art 

room, computer lab and a new playground.  We are currently researching grants and other means to realize our 

vision.  We are also holding various fundraisers to help us reach our goals.  The Big Cinn was a very popular and 

profitable fundraiser for us. We also began “Take Out Tuesdays”.  On certain Tuesdays of the month we are part-

nering with various restaurants in our area.  When you dine during a specified time-frame and mention St. Mark, 

our school gets a percentage of the profits earned during that time.  Keep an eye out in the Sunday Bulletin, Face-

book,  and the Message for upcoming events. 

St .  Mark Cathol i c School  

4220 Ripa Ave.  

St .  Louis ,  MO  63125  

Phone:   314-743-8640  

Fax:   314-743-8690  

 

For the third time, the entire St. Mark School participated in a day of service in memory of our alum, 

Brett Haubrich.  We started the day with a video message from Mr. & Mrs. Haubrich and Mrs.   

Bingham explaining the significance of the day.  Then, each grade participated in a service project for 

causes close to  Brett’s heart.  We filled 66 backpacks of toys and comfort items for Children’s 

Hospital; 30 backpacks for children in crisis, 131 gift bags for the seminarians; 51 backpacks of sup-

plies for Camp Rainbow, hot chocolate cups for families staying at the Ronald McDonald House, 

packets of soup mix for members of the parish, to name just a few.  In addition, we collected 120 gift 

cards to give to teens at Children’s Hospital.  This is always such a special day for our school.  We 

love knowing we are making someone’s day a little brighter.  A special THANK YOU to all that 

donated money, items or gift cards.  We could never do this without ALL of you!   

Third Annual Do it for Brett Day ~  

February 12, 2021 

#togetherwearehome 

We’re on the Web! 

www.stmarkstl.com 

St. Mark School 
A Look Into Our Future 

Visit us on Facebook 

St. Mark Catholic 

School 

Celebrating Diversity 

On Friday, February 12, Kindergarten learned about and celebrated Tet.  Tet is the Lunar New Year for Vietnam and falls on the same day as the Chinese 

New Year. For the Vietnamese, Tet is like Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's Eve all rolled up in one.  The students celebrated by sampling traditional 

foods, showing pictures of their families, and dressing in traditional clothing.  The Kindergarten class had a fun time learning about this special day. 
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