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READING                                        JOHN 14:23-29 
Jesus said to his disciples: “Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him. Whoever 
does not love me does not keep my words; yet the word you hear is not mine but that of 
the Father who sent me. 
 
“I have told you this while I am with you. The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you everything and remind you of all that I told you. 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give it to 
you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid. You heard me tell you, ‘I am going 
away and I will come back to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to 
the Father; for the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it 
happens, so that when it happens you may believe.” 
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The Holy Spirit also enriches the entire evangelizing Church with different charisms. These 
gifts are meant to renew and build up the Church. They are not an inheritance, safely 
secured and entrusted to a small group for safekeeping; rather they are gifts of the Spirit 
integrated into the body of the Church, drawn to the center which is Christ and then 
channeled into an evangelizing impulse. A sure sign of the authenticity of a charism is its 
ecclesial character, its ability to be integrated harmoniously into the life of God’s holy and 
faithful people for the good of all. Something truly new brought about by the Spirit need not 
overshadow other gifts and spiritualities in making itself felt. To the extent that a charism is 
better directed to the heart of the Gospel, its exercise will be more ecclesial. It is in 
communion, even when this proves painful, that a charism is seen to be authentic and 
mysteriously fruitful. On the basis of her response to this challenge, the Church can be a 
model of peace in our world. 

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION  

How have you experienced the Holy Spirit in your life? 

What charisms do you think the Holy Spirit has given you to enrich the Church? 

Who is someone you have seen living their Charism? How did it manifest itself in their 
minister? 


